Lori Doll	EdT 512 Homework	Week 5 2/15/12

 
Read Mayer Interview reaction to the 3 passages, why interesting.

I connected to Dr. Mayer’s coherence principle because I am easily distracted by visual clutter.  I dislike surfing the web and using Facebook because of the ads and pop ups.  I like a clean learning surface both physical and virtual.  It seems people choose to include all the bells and whistles they can.  It is overwhelming and distracting.  I also like to think of it when I am designing a lesson and ask myself, “Is this necessary and what purpose does it serve?”  More is not always better.

I think it is important that we are not using technology for technology sake.  It is an educational tool to should be used as much.  Some feel technology will solve every educational problem, but it is how technology is implemented that benefits the students. Dr. Mayer even cited that the students that were showed the print pictures were learned as effectively as those shown animation.  If dedicated teachers use research based methods are used to designed technology based units, the students will learn. Then and only then does technology become an asset to the educational process. 

I would have liked to read more about Dr. Mayer’s disappointment with the research on learning styles.  I think the teachers and student can misconstrue learning styles as a crutch. For example if a student doesn’t perform well on a lesson the teacher may say, “That student didn’t do well because they aren’t a visual learner and this was a visual oriented lesson.” When there are many variables to a student’s setbacks.  However, I still think it is important to include a variety of learning styles in an instructional unit, so I am curious to know Dr. Mayer’s analysis of the research.   
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